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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL — RETIRING MEMBERS 

Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 
On motion without notice by Hon Norman Moore (Leader of the House), resolved with an absolute 
majority — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended as would enable the Leader of the House to move a 
motion without notice expressing appreciation for the contribution of retiring members of the 
Legislative Council.  

Valedictory Remarks — Motion 
HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [4.39 pm] — without notice: I 
move —  

That this house expresses its appreciation to retiring members for their significant contribution to the 
Legislative Council and the state of Western Australia. 

Before I begin my comments on this motion, I should explain that the reason for suspending standing orders is to 
avoid the need for 10 minutes of debate on motions on notice, which would have been unsatisfactory for those 
involved. 

This motion has been formulated and moved to enable members who are retiring to make a valedictory address 
to the chamber and to contemplate their time in this place and give us the benefit of their wisdom and advice, so 
that those of us who are staying on can take on board the things that we ought to do in future. I indicate that last 
Thursday I circulated an indicative order of speakers—quite presumptuously, as I said at the time, because I 
obviously cannot make such decisions—to try to give members some indication of when they will get a chance 
to talk. Today I tried to allocate some times to different members, but after having had that brilliant idea this 
morning, I have since discovered that some members will not be ready to speak tonight. I indicate to the house 
that when we have run out of speakers on this motion this evening, I will then proceed to orders of the day. The 
orders of the day include a number of disallowance motions that are listed for later in the week. If we deal with 
those tonight, it will free up some time tomorrow and the next day for those members who I thought might be 
ready to speak tonight but are not, and who may wish to avail themselves of an opportunity, to do so tomorrow 
or the next day. However, I need to make the point to retiring members that we do not have unlimited time and 
that we have to use these three days. We cannot have all members who wish to speak speaking on Thursday, 
because we would then be here until well after midnight, and I am sure that is not something that members 
would aspire to achieve. 

Hon Ken Travers: We won’t be here after midnight! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Exactly; some might run out of the capacity to make a speech at all. That would be a 
terrible thing, because some members will obviously have a fair bit to say. In moving this motion, I want to say a 
few words about the 13 members who are retiring, to comment on their contribution to the chamber and to thank 
them for their contribution. 

I could probably refer to a couple of members, Hon Carolyn Burton and Hon Shelley Eaton, as “short-termers”, 
because they came to this chamber after the last election, replacing members who had chosen to go elsewhere, 
and they have been here for only a short time. I listened to Hon Carolyn Burton’s maiden speech with great 
interest and was impressed with her genuine concern for her fellow human beings and for her electorate. I 
thought that she would have made a very good long-term member based upon the contribution that she made on 
that occasion. I do not know what she plans to do from here on in, but I wish her well in the future. If she comes 
back again, she will be most welcome—provided, of course, she does not add to the numbers on the other side! 

Hon Shelley Eaton is a true-blue north-wester, and they are very important people in Western Australia, 
Mr President, as you would know. They are a very rare and important breed of people. Even prior to entering this 
place, Hon Shelley Eaton worked with Hon Tom Stephens as a supporter of the north. I do not know what Hon 
Shelley Eaton will be doing in future, but I hope she maintains her interest in the north and continues to be an 
advocate for that part of Western Australia because, as we all know, it is the powerhouse of the state’s economy. 
She knows that and I know that, and I think that she and I share the view that the future of Western Australia is 
very much tied up in the development of the north of the state.  

Hon Anthony Fels has been a member for the Agricultural Region for one term. I always feel very sad when I 
contemplate the circumstances surrounding Hon Anthony Fels’ problems within this chamber. As I have said on 
a number of occasions in the past—I repeat it now—I have always felt that Anthony was badly done by, by the 
Liberal Party, by the circumstances of debate in this chamber and by the circumstances in which he found 
himself in the very heated political environment of the select committee report into issues of privilege. As a 
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consequence of that, he was not endorsed by the Liberal Party at the last election; he stood for another party and 
did not succeed. I understand that the matter is before the Court of Disputed Returns, and that he is trying to use 
the courts to return to this place. Whether he succeeds, we do not know, but that is his right as a candidate. I 
think Anthony had a great deal to contribute to this chamber. On many occasions he made speeches that I 
thought were very significant, and I am very sad that he will not remain here as a member, and about the 
circumstances in which he found himself. 

Hon Batong Pham is another short-term member. Although his illness has been a handicap in his capacity to 
demonstrate his full commitment to the role of member of the Legislative Council, I was very impressed with his 
maiden speech, to which I listened with great interest. Again, I think that if circumstances had in his case been 
different, he would have made a very significant and ongoing contribution to this chamber. I wish him well; I 
hope his recovery continues and that life is good for him in the future. 

Hon Barbara Scott is one of our long-serving members who will be retiring. In my view, she has made a very 
significant contribution to the house and the state, particularly with regard to children’s issues and childhood 
education. She has also made a significant contribution to the Liberal Party. She has been very heavily involved 
in the affairs of the Liberal Party for a very long time, and has been a tireless worker in the party’s interests. The 
appointment of a Commissioner for Children and Young People in Western Australia was a well-earned 
culmination of her long political career and her long campaign for the appointment of such a commissioner. We 
all know that there would not be a children’s commissioner had it not been for the perseverance of Hon Barbara 
Scott. We wait with great interest to see whether that appointment will be as successful as she had hoped it 
would be when she first brought the idea to the Liberal Party and to Parliament, and was able to convince the 
Parliament that that appointment should be made. I also very much appreciated the work done by Hon Barbara 
Scott in the Court government when I was Minister for Education. Hon Barbara Scott was appointed to carry out 
an inquiry into early childhood education in Western Australia. As a result of that work, a very significant policy 
document was produced. It led me into many problems with changing the starting age for schools, but in the long 
term I think it was a good policy decision. What Hon Barbara Scott was able to convince the government at the 
time to do with early childhood education was a great credit to her. Western Australia was well ahead of other 
states in Australia in early childhood education, and probably still is. A great deal of credit for that can be taken 
by Hon Barbara Scott, who worked very hard on that issue and was able to see the benefits of her labour 
introduced into the Western Australian education system. 

Hon Paul Llewellyn has, I suspect, brought a new dimension of politics into the Legislative Council. He has very 
passionate views about green issues, particularly energy. He wears the wind power badge on his lapel to remind 
members that he is very much into renewable energy, and we have heard him speak about these issues at great 
length in recent times. There is no question that he is dedicated to and passionate about his cause, and I suspect 
that we have not seen the end of Hon Paul Llewellyn, although we will in the short term—between now and the 
next election. I suspect that he will seek to return to this place. From the evidence of a couple of matters on the 
notice paper, I get the impression that he is very anxious to deal with them. There is only one week left, so we 
cannot deal with two or three of his bills plus a couple of motions; I suspect that he will try to return some time 
to complete those orders of the day. 

Another of our long-serving members is Hon Ray Halligan. Hon Ray Halligan has, in my view, made a very 
significant contribution to this house, particularly to the committee system of this house. Hon Ray Halligan has 
made a very, very significant contribution to our parliamentary party. He has recently been the party secretary, 
and carried out that role in a very efficient and competent way. He has also made a very significant contribution 
to his electorate. He is well regarded in the North Metropolitan Region. Hon Ray Halligan is one of those people 
who go to everything that opens and shuts—he goes to the opening of an envelope! He attends more functions 
than anybody I know. In particular, he has taken a great interest in the ethnic communities of Western Australia, 
and has attended virtually every ethnic community function that has been held in this state in the past 10 or 15 
years. I pay tribute to Hon Ray Halligan for his very, very significant contribution. Hon Ray Halligan is, in my 
view, a thinker and a worker. Nothing is too much trouble for Hon Ray Halligan when it comes to his work.  

I should say that he has also been a very good foil in this chamber. There have been occasions when we were 
flagging for a speaker in a debate, and I would just walk across to Hon Ray Halligan and ask him to speak for 15 
minutes. He would ask me what the subject was and I would tell him, and that he would get the call in one 
minute. He was always capable of speaking for 15 minutes, although he would get only a quarter of the way 
through the speech. He has a great knowledge of a whole range of issues and is able to impart that knowledge to 
the Council whenever the need arises.  

He has also made a particular contribution to the committee system in this chamber. He has become a bit of an 
icon in the sense that his role on the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation meant that on a regular 
basis he would move motions for disallowance in this chamber. I guess that is a reflection of the work he has 



Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL - Tuesday, 19 May 2009] 

 p4107b-4110a 
Hon Norman Moore 

 [3] 

done on that committee, as well as others. He has recently been the Chairman of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission, and I know he has taken a very, very deep and abiding interest in that 
committee and the affairs of the Corruption and Crime Commission. From my perspective and from the Liberal 
Party’s perspective, Hon Ray Halligan will be sadly missed, but, more importantly, his contribution to this house 
and its committee system will also be missed very significantly. 

Hon Sheila Mills has spent a relatively short time in this Parliament, but having worked in Parliament as an 
education officer, she knows more about this house than most of us, I suspect. I have listened with great interest 
to her contributions to this chamber, and there have been a couple of occasions in the past when this chamber has 
been under attack from people who do not understand it. That is about the mildest way I can explain their 
motivation. Some people do not understand this chamber and do not realise the significance of the work it does. I 
think Hon Sheila Mills’ defence of this chamber is a credit to her, and may she continue to do it whenever the 
circumstances arise. This chamber needs champions for it, and with people like her arguing in support of this 
chamber, it will be a very successful part of the parliamentary process. I thank her for that and congratulate her. 

The next member I want to talk about is Hon Bruce Donaldson. He has been a colleague of mine for a very long 
time and has become a very close friend. I want to say to Hon Bruce Donaldson that I am extraordinarily grateful 
to him for his support, his loyalty, and the job he has done not just as a member of our party, but particularly as 
the Whip in this chamber. Being the Whip—as those who have had the job know—is not such a simple task, 
because everybody has their own demands and they make their demands on the Whip about what they want and 
do not want; when they want to be in this place and when they do not want to be in this place; and what they 
want to speak on and what they do not want to speak on. Hon Bruce Donaldson has been a very, very efficient 
and effective Whip. The only thing I hold against him about his role as the Whip is that his win-loss ratio is 
pretty average, to say the least. I guess that is a reflection of the fact that for most of his time as the Whip—
probably all of his time—we were in opposition.  

Hon Ed Dermer: He finished with a very good win the other day! 

Hon NORMAN MOORE: Yes, I know! He actually has a chart on the wall on which he ticks off the times we 
had a win, and there are not many of them, I have to tell members! But that is the nature of the job, and we 
always had our numbers in this place except on one occasion—I will not go into that on this occasion!  

I will certainly miss Hon Bruce Donaldson for a number of reasons. One reason is obviously his contributions to 
the chamber, to the Liberal Party and to his electorate, but the second reason I will miss him is as a dining 
companion. We spent a lot of time dining together in the dining room, and in fact we should get “frequent dining 
points”, in my view, which should enable us to have a free meal every month as supporters of the dining room. I 
will miss his company, as I will miss his wise counsel. That wise counsel related to a number of issues, 
particularly superannuation. He is an authority on superannuation, and if any retiring members need to know 
anything about what they should do with their money, they should talk to Hon Bruce Donaldson; he will give 
them very good advice. He has been a member of the parliamentary superannuation fund for a long time and 
would be considered to be as well-versed as, and have more knowledge than, virtually anybody about our 
superannuation fund.  

I will also miss his advice on fishing matters, but I suspect that the telephone will ring from time to time when he 
believes the Minister for Fisheries needs some advice. Hon Bruce Donaldson has never been short in letting us 
know what he thinks about matters. In fishing terms, he would be as knowledgeable as anybody on that industry, 
and I certainly look forward to his continued advice on those particular matters. I will miss him very much as a 
colleague and a friend, but I wish him well in his retirement. I have no doubt that he will find many things to 
occupy his time in the years ahead. 

Hon Shelley Archer is a member who has had a short time in this chamber. Again, I want to say that I feel the 
same way about her leaving as I do about Hon Anthony Fels. I think both those members were dealt a bad hand. 
There was a certain element of unfairness about the way they were treated, and I think that is a sad state of 
affairs. I am sorry that it happened and sorry that the circumstances were such that there was nothing I could do 
to prevent that happening.  

Be that as it may, I think Hon Shelley Archer can take a lot of credit for the fact that she has also been another 
very strong representative of the north of Western Australia. Her particular interest in the Kimberley is 
something I have appreciated. I have listened with great interest to the speeches she has made in the house, 
particularly her advocacy of Indigenous communities in the Kimberley. She has been a great champion for those 
people. Members who have spent time in the Kimberley know that there are so many absolutely depressing 
circumstances and very, very serious issues that have to be addressed that, in a sense, losing Hon Shelley Archer 
as a member of Parliament to champion their cause is a backwards step. However, I have no doubt that she will 
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continue her interest in that part of the state, and that those people she has sought to champion will continue to 
get her support. 

Hon Kim Chance is also leaving us. I am sad about that as well, in the context that Hon Kim Chance has a 
wealth of knowledge and understanding which this chamber has benefited from for many years and which we 
will miss. 

If I can put it in this context: there are 13 members leaving, taking with them a significant amount of knowledge 
and experience. They will be replaced by 13 brand-new, green members—like we used to be a long time ago—
who will need a fair bit of time and nurturing and educating to understand, firstly, the nature of this place; and, 
secondly, the important role we play and the whole complexity of being part of a house of Parliament. 

Hon Kim Chance and I were adversaries for a long time—he as the Leader of the House; me as the Leader of the 
Opposition in this chamber. I have to say that I always felt we agreed on vastly more issues than we disagreed 
on. I think he has made a wonderful contribution to this chamber.  

Hon Kim Chance has made a very significant contribution to the state of Western Australia. He is a well-liked 
and well-respected person, and being a well-liked and well-respected minister is about as good as it gets. If a 
member can go through his or her parliamentary life and retire as a well-liked and well-respected minister or 
former minister, he or she can be very proud of what he or she has been able to achieve. I wish Hon Kim Chance 
well in what he seeks to do, and I know that whatever that will be, he will be very successful indeed. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 4119.] 
 


